
When should I arrive at school?  
Please can students ensure that they arrive at the start of their allotted time as indicated on the 
timetable. i.e. students in 11B1 must arrive at the school at 9.30am, they will immediately 
commence their testing, some may have a short wait but we will progress through the tests, as 
quickly as possible.    
  
Where do I wait for my test? Why? I might be cold or wet or too hot!  
On arrival please ensure that students maintain social distancing from each other. Potentially these 
tests may identify some students who are COVID positive and we want to ensure that these students 
have not been “contacts” with others during the testing process. Hence students will be asked to 
wait outside prior to the test, and must immediately return home having completed the test.  
  
What do I wear?  
Please ensure that school uniform is worn, and whilst face masks will no longer be mandatory as 
part of the Government or school guidance any student wishing to wear a mask will be permitted to 
do so.   We appreciate that some aspects of school uniform may still be difficult to get hold of 
but taking steps to address this for the testing day will be helpful in preparation for the full return to 
school.  
  
When will we get our results?  
You will not get your result whilst at school. We believe but await confirmation from the 
Government that the result of the test will be sent to the registered email address on the consent 
form as soon as we have processed the results. Previously this arrived via the NHS app, we as a 
school are not able to control the efficiency of this system. However, any positive case that is 
identified, we as a school will ensure that we contact you in addition to the NHS app. Our experience 
to date is that the app is very efficient and communicates the result quickly after us inputting the 
result. We will not contact those students who test negative, but the app should also confirm 
negative results as well.  I am sorry for the uncertainty around the recording of the results, we are in 
contact with the DfE to seek clarification as to the system they wish us to use to record the results 
and are at present presuming that it will the same as before.  
  
Can my parents come in with me to get the test done?  
No, any parents dropping students at school for the test will be asked to wait away from the school 
site and not to come through the gates. This is to help keep contact to a minimum and help maintain 
the efficient processing of the tests.  
  
What if I have already had COVID or the vaccination, do I still need to be tested?  
If you have had a confirmed case of COVID in the last 90 days, you should not take a test. Once the 
90 days are up you will rejoin the testing regime. If you think you might have had COVID but this was 
not confirmed by a test, you should still proceed with having a test done. If you have had a 
confirmed case of COVID, please still complete the consent form but ensure that you have informed 
the school of the date of your symptoms started via covidnotifications@highamsparkschool.co.uk   
If you have had the vaccination you should still continue to participate in the testing, although the 
chances of you contracting COVID are greatly reduced. Having had the vaccine there is still a chance 
that you could become re-infected for a second time.  
  
What happens if I get a positive result at school?  
You and your household should immediately isolate to avoid spreading the virus any further. You 
should also book a PCR test via the NHS system to confirm the positive lateral flow result. If your PCR 
test is also positive you should continue the 10-day isolation period. If the PCR test is negative you 
can return to normal circulation and continue to participate in the next school test.  
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Are the tests compulsory?  
No, the tests are not compulsory, there are some specific and personal reasons why a small number 
of students may be unable or unwilling to take a test.  
  
If I decline to take the test can I just come straight back to school?  
No, you are not able to just return to school, all students will follow the staggered start program 
with Year 7 and 12 returning on Tuesday 7th September and all other year groups on Wednesday 
8th September.  No student, irrespective of whether they have taken the test or not will be denied a 
return to school from these dates.  We look forward to welcoming you all back, with the vast 
majority having safely confirmed they are COVID free via the tests.  
  
What happens if I miss my allocated testing slot?  
Please don’t! It has been a challenging process to organise, people missing their allocated time will 
greatly complicate the process and may well prevent you from being tested. We will do our best to 
include you but it may well mean you having a long wait, while those who have arrived at the correct 
time are prioritised.  As you can see we have built in some slack time on days 2 and 4 of the testing 
to facilitate with anyone does miss their allocated slots.  Please contact the school directly to 
confirm your attendance at one of these limited slots.  
  
Do I stay in school after I have completed my test?  
No, on each of the test days you should only attend school for your allocated testing slot. Aim to stay 
distanced from everyone, complete the test and then return home immediately.  Years 7 and 12 
return to school on Tuesday 7th September 2021, with all other Year Groups joining them on 
Wednesday 8th September 2021.  
 


